
Total Solar Eclipse 8.21.17 
S a f e  V i e w i n g  G u i d e l i n e s  

The only safe way to look directly at the uneclipsed or partially eclipsed sun 

is through special-purpose solar filters, such as “eclipse glasses” or hand- 

held solar viewers. 

Homemade filters or ordinary sunglasses, even very dark ones, are not safe 

and transmit thousands of times too much sunlight. Refer to the American 

Astronomical Society (AAS) Reputable Vendors of Solar Filters & Viewers 

page for a list of manufacturers and authorized dealers of eclipse glasses. 

Discard solar viewer or glasses if scratched or damaged. 

Supervise children. 

Wear glasses before looking at sun. Stand still when viewing. Do not 

remove glasses while still facing the sun.

If you are within the Path of Totality, remove your solar filter only when the 

moon completely covers the sun’s bright face and it suddenly gets quite 

dark. Experience totality, then, as soon as the bright sun begins to 

reappear, replace your glasses or viewer to look at the remaining partial 

phases.

Outside the path of totality (Elizabethton is outside the path), you must use 

a safe solar filter or glasses to view the sun directly during the entire 

eclipse.

If you normally wear eyeglasses, wear eclipse glasses over them.

Safety Tips from NASA 

Do not look at the uneclipsed or 

partially eclipsed sun through an 

unfiltered camera, telescope, 

binoculars, or other optical device  — 

with OR without eclipse glasses. The 

concentrated solar rays will damage the 

filter and enter your eye(s), causing 

serious injury.

Seek expert advice from an astronomer 

before using a solar filter with a camera, 

a telescope, binoculars, or any other 

optical device. 

Photography Tips

Tennessee Path of Totality
The path of totality is the path on which the moon will completely block 

the sun. People within the path of totality will see the total eclipse.

For more information on eclipse viewing safety, please visit eclipse2017.nasa.gov

Observe locally
Kiwanis Park @ noon

Sycamore Shoals Historic Area 

@ noon - 4p

Half-Day of School 

Aug. 21, 2017 
Elizabethton students, celebrate 
science and history! Watch the 

total solar eclipse safely! 
(Check your school's website for 

half-day bell schedules.)


